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PRESS RELEASE 

JILLY GOOLDEN MAKES A WELCOME APPEARANCE AT THE WSET AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2006 

The high street made an impressive showing at the WSET Awards of Excellence on 30 January, with Majestic, Oddbins and Threshers scooping 11 of the 50 awards for top scholars. Averys, Berry Bros & Rudd, Bibendum, Jereboams, Mentzendorff and Tanners were amongst the other wine merchants to pick up awards, however the top prize went to restaurant manager Richard Hamblin of Conran restaurant Blueprint Café. 

Held at Vintners’ Hall, the annual ceremony was co-hosted by Jilly Goolden, who was instrumental in driving huge public interest in wine through the BBC Food & Drink programme, and Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET. Harris commented: “It was a pleasure to share the stage with Jilly, who did so much to generate consumer interest in wine in the 1980s, when I was working my way up the industry ladder. Bigger and better than ever, the audience for our Awards of Excellence evening threatens to outgrow Vintners’ Hall—testimony to the increase in numbers sitting WSET qualifications, both in the UK and internationally. It is also testimony to the popularity and relevance of WSET qualifications that growing numbers of our students come from the retail and hospitality end of the business, where increased product knowledge at point of purchase can add significant value to businesses.”

Top-achiever Richard Hamblin from Essex has worked in Conran restaurants since leaving University in 1995, interspersed with a stint in Sydney, where he worked at Rockpool, a flagship Neil Perry restaurant. 

On winning the top honours—The Vintners’ Scholarship and Cup—Hamblin commented that, as a food lover, he sees his future in the food on-trade, but in a very wine-orientated fashion. 

WSET has been creating the trade professional for over 35 years, is approved by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority and is the largest global provider of education in wines and spirits. In academic year 2004/2005 over 15,500 candidates in 28 countries and seven languages sat a WSET examination. Find out more about WSET at www.wset.co.uk
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