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PRESS RELEASE 

NEW MEMBERS OF THE WSET AWARDS SUPERVISORY BOARD 
The Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) welcomed Laura Jewell MW of HwCg and Alex Anson of Thresher Group onto its Awards Supervisory Board (ASB) in early August. The ASB, which functions independently of the WSET and its trustees, monitors and advises on the awarding activities of WSET Awards, thus ensuring the continued integrity of the qualifications offered by the WSET.  

Laura Jewell MW has been Agency Director for HwCg since late 2005. Prior to this she was a senior buyer at Sainsbury’s, where she was awarded the UK Supermarket Buyer of the Year 2005 by Onivins. Laura completed the WSET Diploma in 1987 and ten years later gained her MW while working as a wine buyer at The Waverley Group. 

Alex Anson has been Trading Director for the wine category with Thresher Group since May 2004, although his role now also covers all other product categories as well as marketing. Before this, Alex worked in Tesco’s commercial department for beers, wines and spirits. 

Janet Bangs, Director of WSET Awards, commented: ‘Laura and Alex are key figures in the wine and spirit industry. This is important to us, as their up-to-date knowledge and insights into the trade are precisely what my department needs to guarantee that examination content meets industry needs. As a Master of Wine, Laura’s academic background complements the other Board members perfectly, while Alex’s fresh perspective of WSET qualifications will provide us with valuable feedback. We are delighted that they have agreed to join the Board.’
One of the roles of the ASB is to monitor examination pass rates. These increased significantly for the WSET Diploma this June, and appear to be attributable to the introduction of mock examinations in WSET School. Allan Cheesman, who has served on the Board since 2003, said: ‘This is excellent news, and we would now like to see this initiative rolled out into other examination centres offering the Diploma qualification.’
Laura Jewell MW and Alex Anson join Fred Mallion MBE, Allan Cheesman and David Grailey on the WSET Awards Supervisory Board. 
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WSET has been creating the trade professional for over 36 years, is approved by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority and is the largest global provider of education in wines and spirits. In academic year 2005/2006 over 17,000 candidates in 35 countries and eight languages sat a WSET examination. Find out more about WSET at www.wset.co.uk
