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PRESS RELEASE

17 April 2003
WSET(launches Foundation Level Certificate in Wines
________________________________________________________________________
In response to overwhelming demand from both the hospitality and off-trade industries, the Wine & Spirit Education Trust has launched a Foundation Level Qualification.

This falls into three strands aimed at different sectors of the market: the first strand is aimed at the hospitality industry and this strand was launched at the Hospitality Week Exhibition in Birmingham in January and has been widely acclaimed by both the further Education sector and also the key players within the hospitality industry. The second strand is aimed at the off- trade retail sector and this will be launched at the London Wine Trade Fair in May.  The final strand focuses on the social aspects of alcohol and is aimed at sixteen to eighteen-year-olds who are discovering the joys (and the dangers of alcohol).

Speaking of this initiative Ian Harris, Chief Executive of Wine & Spirit Education Trust “I am delighted that our new Foundation Level Qualification has been received with such acclaim – this is the first new qualification ever launched by the WSET®, as we inherited the Certificate, Higher Certificate and Diploma from the Wine & Spirit Associations’ Education Committee out of whom we were born thirty-four years ago.  This is a clear demonstration of the WSET®’s proactivity in supplying the industry with educational packages which are clearly well overdue”

The Foundation Qualification will involve around six hours teaching (which includes an assessment at the end of the course, and on completion of the course the candidate will be able to do the following;

· Describe the main styles of wines

· Have a basic understanding of factors that determine the main styles of still wines

· Describe in general terms the main characteristics of the principal grape varieties

· State the correct service temperatures and understand the equipment and glassware needed for the service of wine

· State the main health, safety and legal considerations when serving wine

· Use the WSET® systematic approach to tasting to produce a simple tasting record.
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In addition to the above aspects the students will also gain an understanding into why certain styles of wine complement particular types of foods to enable them to make an informed recommendations to customers.

In addition to the new hospitality qualification the WSET® are currently also working on the launch of a Level 2 Intermediate Certificate in Spirits and will also be develop more consumer based courses and qualification throughout 2003/2004.
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