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PRESS RELEASE

10 September 2003
 WSET( prepares to run inaugural Spirits courses
________________________________________________________________________
Following 12 months intense activity, the inaugural courses for the Wine & Spirit Education Trust’s new spirits qualification (the Level 2 Professional Intermediate Certificate in Spirits) are due to take place this autumn. 

In addition to pilot courses within each of five major global spirits companies, whose financial assistance has helped to fund this qualification, the WSET( is planning to run two courses at the Hospitality Training Festivals in Nottingham (1st to 3rd December), and in London (9th to 11th February 2004).

There are also 3 courses planned within the WSET( School, starting in the New Year.

The course consists of 12 hours of classroom-based study, with the first element of the syllabus covering a background to spirits, including: principles of distillation, an introduction to the spirits market, social and legal aspects, as well as a strong emphasis on tasting. Following on from the success of its wine tasting initiative, WSET( have produced the “WSET®  Systematic Approach to Tasting Spirits” which will guide students through tasting (and nosing) techniques.

The second element concentrates on the major spirits categories (plus liqueurs) and covers: history, raw materials, production methods for each category and product styles, as well as end use and the key brands for each type of spirit.

These courses will initially be run by the faculty of lecturers from within WSET(, plus two external product experts, but the ultimate aim will be to “train the trainer” i.e. to create a network of experts, mostly from within the spirits industry and the worldwide network of WSET( Recommended Tutors, who will be qualified to deliver these courses.

As part of the preparation for the national roll-out of the qualification, WSET( will also be running the first course aimed at ‘Training the Trainer’ between 25th and 26th November at its London premises.

Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust comments: “We are extremely grateful to Allied Distillers, Bacardi-Martini, Brown-Forman, Chivas Brothers & Diageo for taking up Corporate Patronage of WSET(.  I am also indebted to the Worshipful Company of Distillers who have not only had the vision to see how the spirits industry can benefit from education but also the assistance which I have received from members of the industry committee. The financial commitment from both The Worshipful Company of Distillers and our Corporate Patrons has enabled us to fill a gap in product education with the long-overdue development of a specific Spirit Qualification.  Our thanks go to them all for making this commitment.

This is not only a financial commitment.  As these five companies make up such a large share of the spirits market - not only in the UK but also abroad - it is crucial that each of these “stakeholder” companies commits to running courses for their employees and also for their customers.  It has therefore been very encouraging that the response to the pilot courses has been so positive”.
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