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PRESS RELEASE

24th September 2003

WSET( signs Agreement with International Wine Center, New York
________________________________________________________________________
The Wine & Spirit Education Trust has entered into a strategic alliance with the 

International Wine Center in New York which will help to further develop the spread of WSET® Qualifications throughout the United States of America.  Under this agreement the International Wine Center will initially focus on the development of new Approved Programme Providers for WSET® qualifications across the States as well as liaising with the existing centres, advising on course planning, course execution and also putting together a nationwide sales and promotion programme.

Commenting on this initiative, Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust said “We are delighted to have reached an agreement with the International Wine Center in New York and in Mary Ewing-Mulligan MW, the President of International Wine Center, we have an excellent ambassador for the Wine & Spirit Education Trust.  Mary and her team have a proven track record of achievement in WSET® qualifications in general, and the growth of the Diploma and the pass-rate in New York has been exceptional.  For this reason we took the decision that we needed a central focal point to co-ordinate the growth of WSET® qualifications throughout the States and Mary and her team were the obvious candidates.  We very much look forward to working closely as we develop our qualifications across the United States.”

At a meeting held in New York from 18th to 20th August, Ian Harris and Karen Douglas (Education Officer for WSET®) presented the strategic alliance to the six existing and four potential Approved Program Providers from right across the US.  This was greeted with universal acclaim as the best way forward for WSET®, and Karen and Ian also took the opportunity to explain in depth the developments within WSET® and the changes to the Diploma and Advanced Certificate examination.  Again these changes were met with approval as they enable the qualification to be more tailored towards the needs of each candidate in each country.  Following the meeting over twenty people were trained to run the new Advanced Certificate programme so the future for WSET® within the United States looks extremely encouraging.    

Over 11,000 people took WSET® qualifications last year in 24 countries and 4 languages. The WSET® aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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