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WSET buys bricks and mortar

The Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) exchanged contracts on the purchase of its new property on Thursday 10th February. The address of the building is 39 to 45 Bermondsey St, London SE1 3XF and the planned moving date is the first week of June 2005. The building is to be called ‘The International Wine and Spirit Centre’, and the WSET School will be re-named as ‘The London Wine and Spirit School’. 

As well as offices for the Trust’s staff the building will have three lecture rooms, The Vintners Room which will hold up to 70 people (theatre style), the Distillers Room will hold up to 40 and the third room (yet to be sponsored) will hold up to 30. The larger lecture space will not only enable the Trust to increase the number of core trade courses, but also increase its focus on educating the consumer. These rooms will be available for hire.

There will also be a Resource Centre for industry use which will house a library and have workstations with Internet access. Members of the WSET’s membership body the Institute of Wines & Spirits (IWS) will have free access to this room.

Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET, commented: “We are most grateful to everyone who has helped make this purchase possible by pledging their support in buying either a ‘corporate brick’ or a ‘personal brick’. We hope—now that the building has become a reality—that more companies and individuals will feel they would like to support us and have their name engraved in perpetuity in the new reception area.”
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