
On January 18th 2010 the Wine & Spirit Education Trust held its third annual Awards and Graduation
Ceremony at Londonôs prestigious Guildhall.  Almost 600 people from over 30 countries attended the event 
to reward the huge efforts and successes achieved by Diploma graduates and Scholarship winners from 
the 2008-2009 academic year, the WSETôs 40th anniversary year.

Over 50 Scholarships are awarded annually to the top performing students from Levels 2-4 of the WSETôs 
growing portfolio of qualiýcations, and in addition to this over 100 Diploma Graduates (of the 359
successful students from 08-09) made their way to London, for what is steadily becoming recognised as 
the Oscars of the wine and spirit industry.

The eveningôs celebrations were presented by Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET and presided over 
by the WSETôs Honorary President, Hugh Johnson OBE and boasted a guest list that read like the whoôs 
who of the worldwide wine and spirit industry.

In addition to the Scholarship Awards there were also presentations for the much sought after Riedel
Trophy for the WSET Educator of the Year, with this years award going to the UK supermarket chain, WM 
Morrison with an additional óHighly commendedô recognition going to the Art Institute of Vancouver.  There 
was also a presentation of a Lifetime Achievement Award, for services to the Wine & Spirit Education Trust 
which went to Canadaôs Independent Wine Education Guild (IWEG)

A proud Ian Harris said of the event: ñThe last academic year was another very successful one for the 
Wine & Spirit Education Trust, in spite of the economic climate.  And this event is about those who, not 
only seek to be its present and future but those who have made a recognised step in the right direction 
in achieving their goals and aspirationsò.  Adding, ñFor the ýrst time in the history of the Scholarships (the 
awarding of scholarships has been undertaken by the WSET since 1969) and with the ever-present
support of the Scholarship sponsors we have been able even more to offer awards to overseas students, 
including the winner of the Vintners Cup, Irene Bachkºnig from Austriaò.

WSET Qualiýcations are formally recognised by the UK government and have a strong reputation worldwide.  Over 25,000
students took a WSET qualiýcation across 50 different countries in the past academic year, and our list of UK based and

International centres is constantly growing, so please visit our website to ensure that you have the most current information.

Multi-award winner Irene Bachkºnig, who not only graduated but was also 
awarded Scholarships from Wine Australia and the much coveted Vintners Cup

The Morrisons team collect the prestigious óWSET Educator of the Yearô trophy 
from Riedelôs, John Hinckley and WSETôs Honorary Presidsent Hugh Johnson
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The WSET start the New Year celebrating the success of their students

For  further information, including images of the event please contact:

Chris Kelly, Marketing Manager, WSET - Email: ckelly@wset.co.uk - Tel: +44(0) 20 7089 3800

www.wsetglobal.com



WSET SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED FOR YEAR 2009- 2010

WSET, Level 2 Professional Certiýcate in Spirits

The Worshipful Company of Distillersô Award
A study trip to a spirit producing region.
Awarded to: Kerry Oliver (Waverley TBS)

Delamain Cognac Prize
A two-day study trip to Cognac. 
Awarded to: Diane Chapman (Waitrose)

WSET, Level 3 Advanced Certiýcate in Wines & Spirits

The David Burroughs Scholarship
Sponsored by WSET and named in memory of the Trustôs ýrst Chief Executive. A place on a 
WSET study tour to a wine or spirit-producing region.
Awarded to: Gavin Monery (Roberson Wine Merchants)

The Vintnersô Bursaries
Three travel bursaries, valued at Ã1,100 each, to be used towards the cost of a foreign study tour.
Awarded to: Alexandra Tilling (Novum Wines), Victoria Burt (Majestic Wine Warehouses), 
Monica Callinan (First Quench Retailing) 
 
The Oddbins Scholarship
A place on a WSET study tour to a wine or spirit-producing region.
Awarded to: Emma Shaw (Oddbins)
  
The C§lem Port Award 
A study tour to the Douro as a guest of AA Cal®m & Filho SA.
Awarded to: Justin Martindale (Majestic Wine Warehouses)

The Champagne Academy Scholarship
A place on the Champagne Academy study course.
Awarded to: Donald Mackenzie (Majestic Wine Warehouses) 

The Ochoa Scholarship
A study trip to Navarra and a case of Navarra wine.
Awarded to: Hannah Page (First Quench Retailing)

The Porter & Laker Prize
Ã850 contribution towards fees for candidate intending to enrol on WSET Diploma course and 
Ã350 towards corporate membership of the Benevolent.
Awarded to: Charlotte West (Relish PR)

United Kingdom Vineyards Association Prize
Seasonal visits to English Vineyards, an invitation to the National Competition, the UK Awards 
Ceremony and the November Symposium plus a case of English Wine.
Awarded to: Samantha Jackson (Scatchards)



WSET, Level 3 Advanced Certiýcate in Wines & Spirits - continued

The Incorporation of Coopers of Glasgow Scholarship 
A visit to a cooperage in Glasgow and a whisky tasting session.
Awarded to: Joanna Cugley (PLB Group)
 
The Rh¹ne Prize
A silver-plated wine cooler, held by the winner for a year, and a case of Rh¹ne wines selected by 
Hallgarten Wines.
Awarded to: Jonathan Leadley (Majestic Wine Warehouses)

Decanter Magazine Prizes
One yearôs subscription to Decanter magazine and an invitation to the Fine Wine Experience in 
November awarded to two non-trade winners. 
Awarded to: Mark McDonald, Jane Shields, Adam Dent.

WSET, Level 4 Diploma in Wines & Spirits

The Rafael Balao Lustau Memorial Trophy
A study visit to Jerez as a guest of Emilio Lustau SA and a trophy in the form of a silver copita, to 
be held by the winner for a year.
Awarded to: Louisa Scoffham (St Austell Brewery)

Grahamôs Port Scholarship
A study visit to the Port producing region as a guest of the Symington family..
Awarded to: Charlotte Edgecombe (Bibendum Restaurant)

The Freixenet Bursary
A study visit to several Spanish wine regions as a guest of Freixenet and associated companies.
Awarded to: Gina Bricklebank (Robert Joseph)

The Louis Jadot Burgundy Scholarship
A study trip to Burgundy as a guest of Louis Jadot
Awarded to: Catherine Rickards (Bibendum Wine)

Wine Trade Paten Prize
A bourse de voyage of the winnerôs choice to enable a visit to wine or spirit producing region(s).
Awarded to: Nicola Cornelius (Liberty Wines)

The Champagne Scholarship
A personally tailored study visit to Champagne as a guest of the CIVC.
Awarded to: Julia Winepress (Majestic Wine Warehouses)

The Mo±t & Chandon Scholarship 
A study visit to Champagne as guest of Mo±t & Chandon and sister houses.
Awarded to:  Andrew Imrie  (KWM Wines & Spirits)



WSET, Level 4 ï Diploma in Wines & Spirits - continued

The Grupo Codornɑu Wineries Scholarships
A four-day study trip to Spain as guests of Grupo Codornɑu.
Awarded to: Mark Adams (Mark Adams LLB), Claire Grifýths (Goedhuis & Co), Tom Fox 
(Crush Wines)

Wines of Portugal Scholarship
A study trip to Portugal as a guest of Vini Portugal.
Awarded to: Emma Raper (Majestic Wine Warehouses)

The Peter Hampson Memorial Scholarship
A bursary awarded for a wine study trip.
Awarded to: Matthew Forster (Berry Bros & Rudd)

The Austrian Wine Marketing Board Bursary
A place on the Austrian Wine Summit or VieVinum
Awarded to: Samantha Fairgrieve (Matthew Clark Wholesale)

The Sogrape Vinhos Scholarship
A study trip to the four classical regions of Portugal as a guest of Sogrape Vinhos.
Awarded to:  Lucy Roberts (Mentzendorff) 

The Royal Tokaji Mad Scholarship
A two-day study trip to Tokaji.
Awarded to: Isabel Kottmann (Export Union GMBH)

Wines of Chile Scholarship
A study trip to Chile for seven-ten days
Awarded to: Elizabeth Hicks (Enotria Wine Cellars)

The Waitrose/IWSC  Scholarship
A study trip to a Waitrose supplier; a bursary for a trip to Champagne, and an engraved decanter
Awarded to: Chris Grimes
  
The Claro Group Wineries Scholarship
A weekôs study trip to Chile and Argentina as a guest of the Claro Croup
Awarded to: Catherine Rudd

The McNie Tasting Trophy
A silver wine cooler awarded to the graduate submitting the best Unit 3 tasting paper and held by 
the winner for a year.
Awarded to: Tim Jackson
 
The Worshipful Company of Distillersô Scholarship
A study trip, organised by the WSET, to distilleries within the United Kingdom.
Awarded to: Katherine Pike (Mentzendorff)

Martell Cordon Bleu Scholarship
A study trip for two students to Cognac as guests of Martell Cognac.
Awarded to: Kieron Galliard (SH Jones & Co), James Grey (Thorman Hunt)




